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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 MUSCAT 00777 040355Z 
ACTION NEA- 11 


INFO OCT-01 EUR-12 ISO-00 EB-08 /032W 

071208 041042Z/15 

R 030402Z JUN 78 
FM AMEMBASSY MUSCAT 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 4383 
INFO AMEMBASSY ABU DHABI 
AMEMBASSY AMMAN 
AMEMBASSY ATHENS 
USDOC WASHDC 


UNCLAS MUSCAT 0777 


ATHENS FOR RTDO; USDOC FOR CAGNE 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: BEXP.MU 

SUBJECT: JAN 79 WATER RESOURCES SPECIALIZED TRADE MISSION TO 
OMAN AND THE UAE 


REF: STATE 84544 


1 . EMBASSY RESPONSE TO REFTEL AS FOLLOWS: 

A. PARA IREFTEL: CITIES TO BE VISITED: MUSCAT. MOST KEY 
GOVERNMENT DECISION MAKERS AND PRIVATE BUSINESS LEADERS ARE 
LOCATED IN MUSCAT. IN ADDITION THE PRIME AGRICULTURAL REGION 
IS WITHIN DRIVING DISTANCE. A TWO-DAY VISIT, NOT INCLUDING 

THE DAY OF ARRIVAL WOULD BE SUFFICIENT. HOWEVER, THE SECOND 
DAY COULD BECOME QUITE RUSHED AS THERE IS A TENDENCY AMONG 
OMANIS TO SCHEDULE APPOINTMENTS ONLY AFTER A FIRM'S REPRE- 
SENTATIVE HAS PHYSICALLY ARRIVED. 

B. PRODUCTS OR SERVICES OF INTEREST INCLUDE WATER METERS, 
FLUMES, OPEN CHANNEL MEASURING DEVICES, RAINFALL/STREAMFLOW 
RECORDERS, SOLAR DISTILLATION EQUIPMENT, SIMPLE IRRIGATION 
SYSTEMS, PACKAGE SEWAGE TREATMENT SYSTEMS,CHEMICAL TOILETS, 
SIMPLE IRRIGATION SYSTEMS, PACKAGE SEWAGE TREATMENT SYSTEMS, 
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CHEMICAL TOILETS, SIMPLE PUMPS, WINDMILLS, CHEMICAL ANALYSIS 
EQUIPMENT, CONSULTANCY, WATER RECLAMATION AND COOLING EQUIPMENT. 

C. IMPORT/CONSUMPTION FIGURES NOT AVAILABLE. THERE IS NO LOCAL 
PRODUCTION OR EXPORT. WATER TREATMENT ITEMS ARE LUMPED 
INTO GENERAL SITC CATEGORIES OF MACHINERY AND CHEMICALS. IF 
USDOC CAN PROVIDE PRODUCT LINES FOR COMPANIES UNDER CON- 
SIDERATION, EMBASSY WILL INVESTIGATE SALES OF THESE PRODUCTS 
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WITH LOCAL FIRMS. 

D. IMPORT DUTY GENERALLY IS A FLAT TWO PERCENT. THERE ARE NO 
CURRENCY RESTRICTIONS. HOWEVER, FIRMS HERE MARK UP THE GOODS 
THEY SELL BY A HEAVY PERCENTAGE. NO SIGNIFICANT TRADE 
RESTRICTIONS EXIST EXCEPT THE ARAB BOYCOTT OF ISRAEL. 

E. MAJOR COMPETITORS FROM UNITED KINGDOM. NAMES OF 
COMPANIES SUPPLYING EQUIPMENT TO OMAN INCLUDE BURNETT AND 
CO. (HOLLAND), WORKMAN REED AND CO. (U.K.), DYNAPOWER LTD. 

(U.K.), DEEPWELL PUMPS (U.S.), ROBINSON PUMPS (U.S.), REDA 
PUMPS (U.S.), MARSHALL PUMPS (U.S.), AND BIF GENERAL SIGNAL 
(U.S.). 

F. OTHER EVENTS. NONE. 

G. DEVELOPMENT PLANS- OMAN'S 1976-80 DEVELOPMENT PLAN CALLS 

FOR $42 MILLION PLUS INVESTMENT IN IRRIGATION AND WATER RESOURCES. 
SMALL DAMS ARE TO BE CONSTRUCTED TO SLOW THE RUNOFF OF HEAVY 
RAINFALL. THE TRADITIONAL "FALAJ" SYSTEM OF UNDERGROUND WATER- 
WAYS REQUIRES RESTORATION. IN ADDITION HEALTH STANDARDS OF 
COMMUNITY WATER SUPPLIES REQUIRE UPGRADING AS PART OF AN EFFORT 
TO IMPROVE PUBLIC HEALTH GENERALLY. 

H. WORLD BANK OR SIMILAR LOANS: UNITED NATIONS DEVELOPMENT 
PROGRAM IS PROVIDING TECHNICIANS TO ORGANIZE THE GOVERNMENT'S 
AGENCY WHICH HANDLES WATER RESOURCES. 

I. U.S. FIRMS - TETRA TECH (ARLINGTON, VA) A CONSULTANT 

FIRM IS ADVISING ON WATER DEVELOPMENT. GLOBAL CHEMICAL SYSTEMS 
(GARDENA, CA) OPERATES A DESALINATION PLANT ON MASIRAH ISLAND. 

TWO LARGE WATER USERS, PEPSI AND ROYAL CROWN COLA, HAVE PLANTS 
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IN OMAN. USDOC MIGHT CONTACT INTERNATIONAL DIVISIONS OF THESE 
COMPANIES FOR THEIR REQUIREMENTS FOR WATER HANDLING EQUIP- 
MENT AS THE PARENT COMPANY PROVIDES DESIGN AND PROCUREMENT 
SERVICES FOR THEIR LOCAL AFFILIATES. 

2. PARA3REFTEL. 

A. VISA - VISAS MUST BE OBTAINED PRIOR TO TRADE MISSION (TM) 

DEPARTURE FROM WASHINGTON. EMBASSY SUFFERED CONSIDERABLE 
EMBARRASSMENT AND HEAVY WORKLOAD FROM MANY LAST MINUTE SUBSTI- 
TUTIONS IN PREVIOUS TM. EMBASSYKEY RELUCTANT INTERVENE 

TO FACILITATE VISAS FOR TM MEMBERS APPLYING LATER THAN ONE MONTH 
FROM ARRIVAL DATE. 

B. GULF HOTEL RATES APPROXIMATELY $55 SINGLE, $69 DOUBLE. 

SMALL SUITE AVAILABLE AT APPROXIMATELY $151. CORRESPONDING RATES 
FOR MORE LUXURIOUS INTER-CONTINENTAL ARE $67, $84, $150. 

C. LANGUAGE - ENGLISH IS THE LANGUAGE OF BUSINESS IN OMAN. 

ARABIC LANGUAGE MATERIALS WOULD ADD TO EFFECTIVENESS OF PRO- 
MOTIONAL MATERIALS, BUT GIVEN HIGH PROPORTION OF NON-ARAB 
EXPATRIATES IN OMAN THESE MATERIALS SHOULD ALSO BE IN ENGLISH. 

D. INTERPRETERS - NONE NECESSARY. 

E. LOCAL PHOTOGRAPHER - NOT DEFINITELY AVAILABLE. SEVERAL 
IHOTOGRAPHERS OF VARYING ABILITY DO BUSINESS IN MUSCAT, BUT 
SUITABILITY FOR THIS KIND OF PHOTOGRAPHY HAS NOT BEEN TESTED. 
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F. RECEPTION - AMBASSADOR'S RESIDENCE REMOTE EROM BUSINESS 
CENTER AND HAS PARKING EACILITIES EOR TWO CARS. DCM'S RESIDENCE 
BETTER LOCATED AND HAS MORE PARKING SPACE. CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
MAY WISH TO HOST TM. 

G. MISCELLANEOUS - EMBASSY CAN ARRANGE FOR SECRETARY-RECEPTIONIST. 

TELEX SERVICE AVAILABLE EROM HOTELS, TELEGRAPH PROM POST 

OPFICE. 

SIZER 
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